Sheet Parish Council – Minutes of Parish Council Meeting – 10.11.2020

DRAFT
SHEET PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRPERSON: Ron Dark

CLERK: Jenny Hollington

Minutes of a Teams Meeting of Sheet Parish Council held on Tuesday, 10th November at 7.30 p.m.
Present:

Cllrs.

In Attendance:

Ron Dark (in the Chair)
Alan Biddlecombe
Robin Forrest
Gail Martin

Brian Bird
Will Glancy
Chris Wilton

County Councillor, Russell Oppenheimer
District Councillor, Nick Drew
Clerk, Jenny Hollington

There were 2 members of the public present on-line
20/137 Apologies – Apologies had been received from Cllr. Tony Clear
20/138 Minutes – The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th October 2020 were approved as a
correct record of the meeting and will be signed in due course by the Chairman (due to Government
restrictions).
20/139 Declarations of Interests – The Chairman reminded Councillors of their responsibility to declare any
pecuniary interest on any item on the Agenda – Cllr. Biddlecombe declared an interest in item 20/148 as
he is a member of the Hampshire Monday Group volunteers - he confirmed he would take no part in the
decision-making process.
20/140 Public Comment:
•

SSE works on the London Road – Concerns had been expressed about the condition of the
riverbank and potential soil run off where SSE have dug the trench to lay cable. Cllr.
Biddlecombe explained that SSE have confirmed they will reinstate the riverbank and re-seed as
required.

20/141 Coronavirus/Sheet Support Group – Following the announcement of new Government restrictions due to
the coronavirus pandemic, Sheet volunteers had been contacted via e-mail. Whilst there are a few people
whose circumstances have changed, the vast majority are ready and willing to help any elderly or
vulnerable residents again if required.
20/142 Planning –
(a) Two members of the public were present in respect of the last item on the agenda which had been
listed under correspondence. As this was planning-related, it was agreed to move the item so that
they would not have to sit through the whole of the meeting. The residents said they were
concerned about the letter sent to them by Sheet Parish Council in respect of the garden workshop
recently constructed in their garden. They explained that planning permission had not been
required as the building fell within permitted development and they did not believe the workshop
extended beyond the boundary of their garden as they had employed a reputable company to
build it. Unfortunately they had been misled over the ownership of the Recreation Ground which
is why they had not sought permission for access across the land – they recognise their mistake
and have given their copy of the key to the Recreation Ground gate to Cllr. Bird. They assured
Sheet Parish Council that the hedge which has been removed will be re-instated and apologised
for any distress caused. Sheet Parish Council confirmed that no further action would be taken.
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(b) Current planning applications were discussed as follows:

SDNP/20/0
4428/TCA

SDNP/20/0
4486/FUL

Various tree works in a
conservation area

Bridge Cottage,
Farnham Road, Sheet
GU32 2AW

Retention of wooden enclosure
to serve as temporary overflow
area for serving of refreshments
to customers not requiring
seating

The Queens Head,
Village Street, Sheet
GU32 2AH

No objection

No objection
subject to the
structure being
temporary (1 year)

(c) SDNPA Parking Supplementary Planning – The Chairman confirmed that he had responded to
the consultation, setting out the PC concern re private roads within small scale developments
which impose their own restrictions on the site – e.g. banning the parking of vans thereby forcing
them into already limited spaces within the village.
20/143 Finance
(a) Financial Risk assessment - Correspondence received from the Internal Auditor highlighted the need
for the Parish Council to consider the impact of coronavirus when setting the budget 21-22 - to be
discussed in more detail at the December meeting.
(b) Budget 21-22 – Proposals for capital projects for the coming financial year had been invited to be
considered for 21-22. Projects suggested included the Community Funded Initiative for narrowing
Village Street (already in the pipeline), improvements to the track at the Allotments, and the
refurbishment of the exterior of the Village Hall. The Chairman confirmed that appropriate sums
would be incorporated into the budget for these items and a draft budget circulated to Councillors
prior to the December meeting for discussion and approval.
(c) Correspondence from the Community Garden about the status of the group and their current financial
situation had been received and circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. It was agreed to
support their application for a £500 grant from Cllr. Drew.
(d) The October bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the meeting and was approved and will
be signed by the Chairman
(e) Cheques for November payment were approved as follows:
Chq No.

Amount

Payee

Service

301154

£71.98

SSE

Final Bill - Electricity - Sheet V Hall

301155

£322.50

Bill Robinson

Grass contract

301156

£360.00

PKF Littlejohn LLP

External Audit 19-20

301157

£20.04

Hampshire County Council

Cleaning supplies - Sheet V. Hall

301158

£100.00

Mr. & Mrs. K. Francis

Refund - Allotment Deposit

301159

£50.00

A.W. Clear

Grass cutting - Sheet Common

301160

£588.96

R. Dark

Refund - synthetic sandbags - floodpod

301161

£520.00

Sheet Music

Caretaking/cleaning - V. Hall

301162

£732.85

J. Hollington

Clerk

301163

£95.69

HMRC

Tax, N.I. and Emp Cont - Clerk

301164

£151.20

PTC

Bin contract

301165

£59.40

Soft Surfaces Ltd

Wet Pour repair kit

301166

£72.00

Mythic Beasts

Domain Renewal

Total

£3,144.62

20/144 Roads and Traffic
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(a) School Lane/Farnham Road Junction – Cllr. Martin reported the good news that HCC will take on the
commuted sum for maintenance of the new scheme to replace the old steps at the bottom of School
Lane. Cllr. Oppenheimer was thanked for his invaluable help with this issue.
(b) Community Funded Initiative to narrow Village Street – Nothing further has been heard from Alistair
MacAdam about the plans – Cllr. Martin will chase him again. Cllr. Martin said that she has contacted
Highways to ask whether the proposed resurfacing work (delayed because the work being carried out
by SSE has overrun) can now be factored in around the reconstruction of the junction
(c) Receding Riverbank– Following the repair of the riverbank by the Hampshire Monday Group it
appears that dogs are still being allowed to access the river on each side of the berm, causing erosion
on either side of the repair – this is, of course, very disappointing as volunteers worked hard to repair
the damage. It was suggested that a chicken wire fence could be erected to protect the area from
further damage, and this will be followed up.
(d) Mill Lane drainage issues – This situation is being addressed by HCC and will now be removed from
the agenda.
(e) Eroding Bank in Mill Lane – Correspondence received from Andrew Wood, Principal Engineer at
Hampshire Highways, advising the Parish Council that due to the financial impact of Covid-19, he is
unable to give a timescale of when the work will be carried out, was noted. However, he has
confirmed that an Engineer will be on site to look at the current condition of the road to see if repair
work is required to carry it through the winter months.
(f) Motorcycle Noise – Notes from the Zoom meeting with Damian Hinds have been circulated. A
follow-up meeting is to be arranged.
(g) Inmans Lane – Residents have reported a camper van which seems to have been abandoned adjacent
to their drive, and which is blocking their view as they emerge from their driveway. The vehicle has
been reported to the Police who are unable to act as the vehicle is not illegally parked. The matter has
also been reported to East Hampshire District Council, but they are unable to act until the vehicle has
been there for 60-days. It has been suggested to the residents, that it may be possible to track the
owners via the DVLA and they are investigating this possibility.
(h) Pulens Lane – Cllr. Wilton will liaise with Petersfield Town Council about the on-going speeding
issues in Pulens Lane and report back if they have plans to address this issue.
20/145 County Councillor’s Report – Cllr. Oppenheimer confirmed that he is aware of the speeding problems on
Pulens Lane and the dangerous junction at Heath Road and has invited Cllr. Rob Humby, Executive
Member for Transport at HCC, to visit the area on a Monday morning to witness the problems first-hand.
He also confirmed that the delay to the resurfacing works on the London Road had been caused by SSE
overrunning – unfortunately, SSE had not advised HCC of the delay until after they had sent a letter out
to residents about the proposed work starting
Cllr. Oppenheimer’s main monthly report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was discussed.
Items highlighted at the meeting included:
•

•
•

Emergency funding for vulnerable families – HCC announced emergency funding to help
Hampshire’s most vulnerable families. Any families in need of assistance are asked to visit
https://www.cfirst.org.uk/news/free-school-meals-over-october-half-term/
or
telephone
Community First on 0300 500 8085
New Plastic Infographic – Cllr. Oppenheimer explained that he has been involved in developing a
new infographic which sets out clearly which plastics can be put in the mixed recycling, as many
people are still confused. The Parish Council’s support in promulgating the info was requested.
Hampshire Countryside Service podcast – The Rangers at Hampshire have launched a podcast
series called “Looking After Nature” which gives a real insight into the world of conservation and
countryside care. He invites residents to follow the podcast on Apple, Spotify or Acast.

Councillor Oppenheimer’s full report is appended to the Minutes and will be made available via the
website.
20/146 District Councillor’s Report – Cllr. Drew reported on several items affecting Sheet residents:
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•
•
•

He thanked the Parish Council, as representative of the community, for their support of the
Community Garden grant
Cllr. Drew confirmed that EHDC are aware of the vehicle causing problems in Inmans Lane and
will start proceedings to remove the vehicle after the statutory period.
Cllr. Drew said he had been pleased at the outcome of the meeting with Damian Hinds held to
discuss various issues around off-road/on-road motorcycle noise. The meeting had been well
attended and covered a large range of noise-related issues. Cllr. Drew will now look at which
points can be taken forward and another meeting will be held in 3-months’ time.

20/147 Sheet Assets
Sheet Flood Pod – The synthetic sandbags have been purchased and installed in the flood pod.
Sheet Common – The management report from Bob Epsom, the Woodland Officer at SDNPA was
discussed. Cllr. Biddlecombe confirmed that many of the recommendations are being addressed via the
Hampshire Monday Group volunteers.
Cllr. Biddlecombe reported that the wooden steps are starting to degrade and said that the HMG
volunteers would be happy to carry out the repairs if Sheet P.C. would pay for materials (approximately
£60). In the interests of public safety, this was agreed.
Sheet Allotments – Correspondence received from a plot holder about the pedestrian gate being left
unlocked overnight was discussed. The plot holder was concerned that his insurance policy would be
invalid should something be stolen if the site is not secure. It was pointed out that, even if the gate is
locked, anyone determined to break into the site would be easily able to climb over the 5-bar gate. There
has also been a problem in the past with older allotment holders being unable to manipulate the locks. It
was therefore agreed that the gate should remain unlocked overnight.
Millennium Field – Cllr. Biddlecombe will chase the grant for wildflowers from SDNA.
Sheet Village Hall
(a) In the light of the National Restrictions introduced from 5th November, the Village Hall has been
closed. The Management Committee will remain alert to any changes in Government guidance.
(b) Noticeboard – A new lock has been ordered for the board as the key has been mislaid.
Recreation Ground
(a) Sawscapes have responded to the letter which expressed concerns about the quality of the
surfacing under the table tennis table, saying that they had only laid the outer edge - the Clerk has
been unable to ascertain if this is correct. As the quote received from Sawscapes to repair the
whole surface area is in the sum of £3000, it was agreed to first try to correct the problem using a
kit which can be purchased for approximately £60.00 – Cllr. Wilton will order the kit and Cllrs.
Dark and Glancy said they were willing to help with the repair.
(b) Correspondence received from Stepping-Stones Pre School, seeking support for installation of a
shelter to enable more outside play for the children, was discussed. Sheet P.C. agreed that they
would support the proposal in principle, subject to a detailed plan being received.
Village Green – Three quotes for the recommended work to reduce the canopy of the Horse Chestnut and
thin the canopy have been received and were discussed. It was agreed to give the go ahead to Jamie
Myers who, as well as being quick to respond, has previously carried out work on the tree – it was also
the cheapest of the 3 quotes. Cllr. Forrest will complete the TPO application via EHDC.
20/148 Grant Application – The application process has proved rather complicated and it appears that to be able
to purchase the tools the volunteer group need, Sheet and Steep Parish Councils will be required to
provide more match-funding than first thought. It was pointed out that the HMG volunteers are highly
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skilled and carry out huge amounts of work in the parish, especially on Sheet Common, so this was not
felt to be an issue. It was agreed that Sheet Parish Council would cover the match funding up to £600
(+VAT) if necessary.
20/149 Website – A proposal to develop a history page for the Parish Council website was discussed. Cllr.
Biddlecombe was asked to liaise with SCVT and Vaughan Clarke further about the idea. Cllr. Martin
confirmed she would be keen to be involved. Feedback will be provided for the next meeting and, in the
meantime, the Chairman will talk to the website manager about how easy the new page would be to
achieve.
20/150 Remembrance Day – Due to the current Government restrictions, the Vicar decided to film the event in
advance and make this available via the Church website for residents to watch on Remembrance Day.
Cllrs. Dark and Forrest have therefore attended the Church to pre-record the laying of the wreaths on
behalf of the District Council and the Parish Council at the Memorial.
20/151 Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday, 8th December – 7.30 p.m. – arrangements to be confirmed.
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